
Acta Universitatis Palackianae Olomucensis – Geographica, Vol. 45, No. 1, 2014, pp. 37-47

AUPO Geographica Vol. 45 No. 1, 2014, pp. 37-47

37

INTRODUCTION

The Slovak Republic is one of  the most ethni-
cally diverse countries in central Europe. Informa-
tion from the 2011 census shows that 17 different 
nationalities live in Slovakia. The Roma community 
is the second largest ethnic minority.

According to Horváthová (1964), the fi rst appear-
ance of  Roma in the territory of  what is modern 
day Slovakia, cannot be stated precisely. However, 
it can be assumed that in the fi rst third of  the 13th 
century a group of  Roma came with King Andrew 
II to the territory of  southern Slovakia. The fi rst 
written document about the Roma in Slovakia is 
from the Spiš region from the year 1322.

The fi rst accurate data on the number of  Roma in 
Slovakia comes from the late 18th century. At that 
time, about 20,000 Romany people lived in Slovakia. 

The Hungarian census of  1893 reports around 
40,000 Romany people. The census of  1921, with 
questions related to mother tongue, showed that 
there were 8,035 Romany people in Slovakia. The 
following census conducted in 1930 recorded 
31,188 people of  Roma origin (Horvátová 1964). 
Other records of  Roma populations were made 
after World War II. According to the fi rst post-war 
census from 1947, there were 84,438 Roma in Slo-
vakia, mainly concentrated in southern and eastern 
Slovakia. The nomadic Roma population (the Olah 
Roma) was the subject of  a census in 1959. This 
census, legalized in 1958, was carried out because 
of  a new law concerning the permanent settlement 
of  nomadic people, and it identifi ed 27,933 Rom-
any people. During the years 1966-1968, a census 
of  the Roma was carried out at a national level in 
Slovakia. This census identifi ed 164,256 Romany 
people. According to records related to social wel-
fare payments in 1989, there were 253,943 Roma in 
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Table 1  Development of  the Roma population in Slovakia according to censuses, government records and other 
surveys in the years 1893-2004. Sources: Horvátová (1964), Vaňo (2001), Podolák (2000), 

Statistical Offi ce of  the SR (2000).

Year 1893 1921a 1927 1930a 1947 1970 1980

Number of  Roma 36,231 7,284 62,192 30,626 84,438 159,275 199,853

Year 1989 1991a 2001b 2001a 2004c 2010d 2011a

Number of  Roma 253,943 75,802 379,200 89,920 320,000 352,923 105,738

Notes: a  data derived from censuses, others are from special records;
b  estimate according to B. Vaňo (2001);
c  data according to Jurásková et al. (2004);
d  estimate of  the pre-research conducted for the planned update of  the Atlas of  Roma 
   communities in 2004

Slovakia (however, this number includes only those 
Roma who were receiving a certain type of  social 
support). The numbers of  Roma based on censuses, 
government records, and other surveys are listed in 
Table 1 from Matlovičová et al. (2012).

Romany people represent a specifi c group of  the 
population for several reasons. Specifi cally, this 
minority is of  non-European origin and does not 
have a home state. The Roma population is very 
specifi c and in many cases it is a closed and sepa-
rated community from the majority of  the popu-
lation. Moreover, within Roma communities, there 
are different levels of  integration into mainstream 
society (Matlovič 2005). 51.3% of  Romany people 
in Slovakia are integrated and spread around. The 
second, smaller group of  Roma live in segregated 
rural or urban neighbourhoods, on the outskirts 
of  towns/villages and in spatially separated settle-
ments (Michaeli 2004).

Roma (1.97% of  the total population; 107,210 peo-
ple) are the most populous ethnic minority after 
the Hungarians (9.44% of  the total population) 
in Slovakia (Statistical Yearbook of  the SR, 2011). 
The changes in the registered Roma population 
were as follows: 100,069 Romany people (1.86%) 
lived in Slovakia in 2006; 101,960 (1.89%) in 2007; 
104,034 (1.92%) in 2008, 105,681 (1.95%) in 2009; 
107,210 (1.97%) in 2010 and 105,738 (2.00%) in 
2011 (Statistical Yearbook of  Slovak Republic 2007, 

2008, 2009, 2010, 2011). However, it is estimated 
that actually 430,000 Romany people live in Slova-
kia. The highest number of  the Roma population is 
concentrated in Prešov and Košice self-governing 
regions (according to offi cial statistics, there are 
more than 60,000 people). This situation refl ects 
the reluctance of  the Roma to show their connec-
tion to any specifi c ethnic group. We assume they 
have made that decision voluntarily (Michaeli et al. 
2003). If  we compare the offi cial number of  people 
claiming Roma nationality with the populations of  
other ethnic minorities in the Slovak Republic, the 
Roma minority and its problems seem unimportant 
in our society (Michaeli et al. 2002).

INVESTIGATED TERRITORIES

A comprehensive geographical analysis of  the Roma 
community in Slovakia was carried out on a national 
level. In several regions densely populated by Roma, 
only partial research was conducted. That is why a 
consistent mapping of  these issues also needs to 
be carried out at the micro level. However, such 
research would be very time consuming. It would 
require detailed fi eld research in Roma settlements 
and research across the Roma population scattered 
among the majority population. Consequently, such 
research would also require a large team of  work-
ers. The quality of  life of  the Roma was, and still 
is, infl uenced by many factors and circumstances. 
Based on our fi eld research conducted in the 
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Figure 1  Researched areas.

selected areas under study of  eastern Slovakia, the 
current quality of  life of  this ethnic group is very 
low. Detailed fi eld research of  the Roma communi-
ties was carried out in three places of  the Prešov 
Region: two rural areas Hlinné and Bystré and one 
urban area Levoča.

OBJECTIVES

The main objective of  the research was to gain a 
general idea of  the community under study and of  
the quality of  life in the selected areas under study. 
The research focused on demographic data, employ-
ment, educational and religious profi le of  popula-
tion, the quality of  the Roma families’ housing, the 
behaviour of  the Roma, and local infrastructure in 
the various areas. We assume that the quality of  life 
in the selected areas is most signifi cantly affected 
by the existing educational structure of  the Roma 
minority. Education is currently one of  the most 
important preconditions for a successful applica-
tion in the labour market. Another important fac-
tor infl uencing the quality of  life is poor quality 
housing. 

METHODOLOGY

During the fi eld research, which used a basic research 
method, we took into consideration the geographi-
cal nature of  the site, the real number of  the Roma 
population in the area, the number of  Roma reg-
istered as Roma, the birth rate, the employment, 
educational and religious profi le of  population, the 
quality of  housing, the behaviour of  the Roma in 
the area and other factors. We used the following 
methods: geographic description of  locations, geo-
graphical analysis, comparative method, statistical 
analyses, interviews, and surveys.

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

In terms of  settlement type, area under study 
Hlinné is a separate Roma settlement located near 
the village of  Hlinné. Between 1771 and 1773, two 
Roma families (each consisting of  three members) 
lived in the settlement and were blacksmiths. In the 
year 1930 (census 1930 in Horvathová 1964), there 
were 67 Roma. Based on the census of  1991, there 
were 504 Romany people living in the settlement. 
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Table 2  Age structure of  the Roma community in Hlinné (2008). Source: fi eld research.

Category Age group Number of  people Share in %

Pre-productive age 0–14 Total 279 35.00

Productive age 15–54 Female 223 27.97

15–59 Male 253 31.74

Post-productive age 55+ Female 32 4.00

60+ Male 11 1.38

Total 798 100.00

In 2004 there were 797 Roma and in 2006 there 
were 824 people of  Roma nationality (in 2010, 
950 Romany people lived in the Roma settlement 
in Hlinné). Birth rates tend to rise and the natu-
ral increase in the settlement is about 8.5 times 
higher than in the majority population. The aver-
age age of  the local Roma is 21.1 years. Generally, 
the Roma have a negative attitude towards educa-
tion (Dubayová 2001), and this has its roots in the 
family environment. Education is considered to 
be unnecessary. It is common that in one school 
year about 50% of  Roma pupils fail and 10% end 
compulsory education at the fi rst stage of  primary 
school. The biggest problems Roma children have 
are with behaviour, sanitation practices and com-
munication (in most families the Romani language 
is used). Based on the questionnaire carried out 
in the settlement, the largest number of  people 
achieved only a primary education and a signifi cant 
part of  the community did not provide any per-
sonal information about education.

The biggest problem for the community is the high 
unemployment rate. Most Roma women do not 
work. There are 223 women at a productive age; 
however, only 18 of  them are employed. In total, 
there are 271 unemployed people in the settlement 
and 130 of  them receive social welfare payments. 
A substantial proportion of  Romany people have 
informal work (collection of  recyclable materials, 
berry picking, occasional or illegal work). The life 
of  the Roma in the settlement is also affected by 

usury. Usury is a source of  livelihood for 4-5 fami-
lies, and they are the richest families in the commu-
nity (Vravec 2005).

From the point of  view of  religion, most of  the 
Romany people in Hlinné are Greek Catholics, as 
are the majority population. Approximately 3% of  
the Roma are Jehovah’s Witnesses. It is an interest-
ing part of  the Roma community, different from 
the rest of  the Roma.

The quality of  housing was critical in the year 2008, 
when it was assessed during the fi eld research (see 
Table 2). The dwellings of  the Roma were divided 
into three categories: poor, adequate and above 
standard (Table 3).

Poor and inadequate dwellings are usually on 
land that is not their property, have only one or 
two rooms, are built of  mud bricks, stones, and 
blocks, and are unfenced. The roofs are made 
of  metal sheets, the houses are unpainted, the 
windows have no glass (instead of  glass there is 
paper, plastic or cloth). The furniture is only basic 
and there is no bathroom, no toilet and no tap 
water. Cooking is done on a stove, which is also 
used for heating.

Adequate homes do not share the common char-
acteristics of  simple sheds. They are usually sin-
gle-storey houses with several rooms and fences. 
Approximately 50% of  these houses are built on 
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Table 3  Housing quality of  the Roma community in Hlinné (2008). Source: Municipal recordings and fi eld research.

Types of  dwellings Number of  houses Number of  facilities Number of  members

Group 1: Poor 17 81 279

Group 2: Adequate 27 96 357

Group 3: Above standard 25 25 144

Outside the settlement 2 3 16

Total 71 208 797

their own land, but without a building permit. The 
building material is similar to that of  inadequate 
houses, although the houses are painted and the 
windows are glazed. These houses are connected to 
the water supply system. Some are also connected 
to the sewage system. Stoves or tile stoves are used 
for heating.

Houses above standard are usually multi-storey 
buildings. Their exteriors and interiors are very 
similar to those of  the majority population. These 
houses have a complete infrastructure, are built on 
the owners land and have obtained building permits. 
The owners also have a car. Today the overall situa-
tion in the settlement has improved. The municipal-
ity makes an effort to remove particularly poor and 
inadequate Roma dwellings.

Bystré is the rural researched area. From historical 
sources, it is not clear when Roma fi rst settled in 
the village. According to the census of  1869, three 
Roma families (8 Roma) lived in the village at that 
time. By the end of  1950, their number had grown to 
120 and in 2004 to 433. Only one third of  the total 
Roma community said they were of  Roma nation-
ality. Demographic indicators in Bystré are similar 
to those of  Hlinné (there is a high birth rate and 
a prevalence of  the pre-productive and productive 
age groups). The educational structure in Bystré is 
at a higher level than in Hlinné. Local Roma identi-
fi ed themselves as Roman Catholic (the same as the 
majority population). Criminality (including hidden 
crime) and usury rates are lower in this area under 
study. Traditionally the Roma in Bystré were black-
smiths and plumbers, however most of  them also 
did small agricultural jobs.

The current employment rate is higher and the 
professional structure is more varied compared to 
Hlinné. The quality of  housing is relatively high. 
Romany people in Bystré live in two locations. They 
live either in apartment houses on the estate in the 
village or scattered among the majority population. 
Most families live in dwellings categorized as above 
standard. The highest housing quality is typical of  
families who live within the boundaries of  the village 
and are scattered among the majority population in 
legal housing. All of  these houses have a complete 
infrastructure. The peculiarity is that these Roma 
raise crops and livestock on the rented land. They 
have adapted their behaviour to the norms of  the 
majority. The problematic group of  the Roma popu-
lation has no place in the village. This is because of  
pressure from the majority population, but it is espe-
cially because of  the Roma themselves, who do not 
want problematic Roma in their village.

Levoča is an urban area under study. The Roma pop-
ulation is concentrated in two locations in the city. 
Some of  the Roma live scattered among the majority 
population, mainly in the historic city centre (Michaeli 
et al. 2008). According to the census, 178 Romany 
people lived in Levoča in the year 1924. Based on the 
census of  1991, 1,268 people identifi ed themselves as 
Roma, 10% of  the total population (12,645 residents). 
In 2001, 1,609 people registered as Roma, 11.1% 
of  the total population (14,409 residents). In 2006, 
Levoča had 14,509 inhabitants, 19.7% of  them were 
Roma and in the year 2011 Levoča had 14,539 inhab-
itants and 21.34% were Roma. Pre-productive and 
productive age groups also prevail in the age structure 
of  the Roma population in this urban area. There are 
only a few people at the post-productive age.
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Table 4  Age structure of  the Roma community in Bystré (2008). Source: fi eld research.

Category Age group Number of  people Share in %

Pre-productive age 0–14 Total 139 31.5

Productive age 15–54 Female 120 28.5

15–59 Male 135 32.4

Post-productive age 55+ Female 20 5.2

60+ Male 9 2.4

Total 423 100.0

Table 5  Housing quality of  the Roma in Bystré – group of  Roma living on the estate (2008). Source: fi eld research.

Types of  dwellings Number of  houses Number of  facilities Number of  members

Group 1: Poor 1 5 31

Group 2: Adequate 2 4 25

Group 3: Above standard 5 12 58

Housing units 23 39 184

Total 31 60 298

Table 6  Housing quality of  the Roma in Bystré – group of  Roma scattered among the majority population (2008). 
Source: fi eld research.

Types of  dwellings Number of  houses Number of  facilities Number of  members

Group 1: Poor 1 1 6

Group 2: Adequate 3 4 18

Group 3: Above standard 15 31 101

Total 19 36 125

The religious profi le of  the Roma minority follows 
the pattern of  the majority population. Approxi-
mately 80% of  the Romany people are Roman 
Catholic; only a small group of  30 Romany peo-
ple are Jehovah’s Witnesses. However, because the 
conditions of  modus vivendi are strictly defi ned in 
this company, Roma are leaving this religious soci-
ety (Dravecká 2012). The educational structure of  
this Roma ethnic group is very unfavourable. Most 
of  the Roma have only completed a primary educa-
tion. Despite the fact that primary education for the 

Roma in Levoča is provided by three special schools, 
a signifi cant proportion of  the Roma have not even 
completed primary school. Only a very few Roma 
continue to high school. Generally, after comple-
tion of  compulsory schooling, they leave school 
and are included in a social program which provides 
the option of  receiving social welfare payments. At 
the moment this process is fi nancially advantageous 
for Roma families. However, from the aspect of  the 
prospects of  success on the labour market, the situ-
ation is rather unfavourable. The lack of  education 
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Table 7  Age structure of  the Roma community in Levoča (2008). Source: fi eld research.

Category Age group Number of  people Share in %

Pre-productive age 0–14 Total 1,044 33.63

Productive age 15–54 Female 894 28.80

15–59 Male 980 31.58

Post-productive age 55+ Female 114 3.68

60+ Male 72 2.31

Total 3,104 100.00

creates conditions for increasing criminality, drug 
addiction and negative infl uences on the cultural 
development of  the Roma population.

The lack of  interest in education is a serious prob-
lem for the young generation. The young and 
middle-aged generations of  Roma do not have 
working habits. Roma women are mostly registered 
as women in households and have no qualifi cations. 
Employment opportunities for Roma are very lim-
ited in Levoča as well as in the whole Spiš region. 
This problem cannot be solved by so-called activa-
tion work. Many Roma families live on social wel-
fare payments and often work illegally (Dravecká 
2012).

The quality of  housing has a signifi cant impact on 
the overall quality of  life of  the Roma. The overall 
character of  the locations that contain Roma houses 
and fl ats was assessed, based on the buildings’ phys-
iognomy, interiors, connection to the infrastructure 
and their legality.

The fi rst group includes houses (multiple-room or 
multi-storey buildings) with exteriors very similar 
to those of  the majority population. The interior is 
furnished with expensive furniture and appliances. 
These houses are also connected to the infrastruc-
ture. The owners have a car. House maintenance 
is at a high level. The children attend school and 
play various sports. The owners of  these houses 
are mostly Roma entrepreneurs. However, there are 

only a few such families scattered around the his-
toric town centre as well as in the area of  Levočské 
Lúky (Dravecká 2012).

The second group of  Roma live in average condi-
tions. Their properties are not fenced, the interiors 
are modestly furnished and the exteriors are slightly 
shabby. From the point of  view of  hygiene, they 
do not correspond to the desired level, but house 
maintenance is on a good level.

The third group includes untidy houses (there is 
typically an accumulation of  household waste and 
bio-waste as well as an incomplete infrastructure) 
which require extensive repairs. These houses are 
inhabited by the socially most vulnerable Roma 
(families with many children, dependent on social 
support). For this group of  people (especially for 
non-payers living in houses in the historical town 
centre), new low standard fl ats are being built out-
side the historical town centre (Dravecká 2012). 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

The assessment of  the quality of  life of  the Roma 
community on the basis of  fi eld research in selected 
areas under study of  the Prešov Region shows a cer-
tain consistency in some of  the aspects considered. 
This consistency is generally valid for the Roma 
communities throughout Slovakia. In other aspects, 
some differences between areas under study were 
observed.
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In the fi eld of  demographic characteristics and 
demographic behaviour of  the Roma ethnic group, 
there are minimal differences between individual 
areas under study. A high birth rate accompanied by 
large families is characteristic. Pre-productive and 
productive age groups prevail in the age structure. 
In contrast, there is a low representation of  people 
in the post-productive age.

In general, within the Roma ethnic group, there 
is a reluctance to report their membership of  the 
Roma ethnic community, and this is also a nation-
wide problem (Uherek and Novák 2002). The 
employment situation of  this community is alarm-
ing. The primary source of  income for most Roma 
is social welfare payments and they do not look 
for work. They justify such behaviour as the dis-
crimination of  the labour market. The educational 
structure is at a very low level. The majority of  
Roma have only primary education and often an 
unfi nished primary education. The younger gen-
eration in particular is not interested in education 
because they do not consider it as necessary for 
a better position in the labour market. This phe-
nomenon has its roots in the family environment. 
From the aspect of  religious profi le of  popula-
tion, all analysed areas under study are the same. 
In general, the religious profi le of  population of  
the Roma population is very similar to that of  
the majority population. The exceptions are only 
the small groups of  Roma that recorded different 
religions.  Most of  the Roma who are members 
of  a religious community of  Jehovah’s Witnesses 
can be found in Eastern Slovakia, in Michalovce, 
Kráľovský Chlmec, Sabinov, Vranov nad Topľou, 
and Spišská Belá, and in the central part of  Slo-
vakia in municipalities such as Liptovský Mikuláš, 
Liptovský Hrádok, Jelšava, Revúca, Hnúšťa, and 
Tornaľa. In western Slovakia, the Roma members 
of  Jehovah’s Witnesses congregations can only be 
found in Piešťany and Senica. Currently, many of  
these communities are stable and in several loca-
tions, there is already a second and a third gen-
eration of  Roma who were guided to this faith of  
Jehovah’s Witnesses by their own family (Podolin-
ská and Hrustič 2010). According to the census 
of  2001, 1.69% of  Roma living in Slovakia are 
Jehovah’s Witnesses (Rác 2014).

Quality of  life is a multidimensional concept. Our 
research on the quality of  life of  the Roma living in 
the selected areas under study was based on objec-
tive aspects (Vaďurová and Mühlpachr 2005). We 
mainly focused on the quality of  housing, which 
we consider a fundamental element of  a sustain-
able quality of  life. It affects the social status and 
physical health of  the population. In the last two 
decades, the Roma have begun to move from inte-
grated city quarters to ghettos and rural settlements. 
The domain of  housing is certainly the problem 
which is evidenced by the growing gap between 
the Roma and the majority population (Govern-
ment Resolution No. 1/2012 of  11 January 2012). 
Roma dwellings are mostly substandard and do 
not meet technical and sanitary standards (accord-
ing to estimates, the number of  such dwellings is 
approximately 150,000 in the Slovak Republic) and 
are often without basic infrastructure. A particular 
problem in this regard is the transport and manage-
ment of  municipal waste.

Some differences between areas under study were 
observed in the fi eld of  housing quality, which 
is higher in Levoča. We understand this higher 
housing quality is primarily a result of  the town 
authorities’ efforts to improve the quality of  Roma 
housing, especially in the historic city centre, since 
Levoča is a major tourist destination (especially for 
foreign tourists). The worst housing quality is in the 
separate Roma settlement in Hlinné. Most Roma 
there live in unsuitable dwellings. In the Bystré, the 
Roma families who live within the boundaries of  
the village and among the majority population have 
the best quality of  housing. Satisfactory behaviour 
is also a characteristic of  this group. Their attitude 
towards economic activity is also positive, which is 
rather unconventional for the Roma. This factor 
can be considered as a suitable means of  eliminat-
ing the problem of  Roma marginalization and their 
poor quality of  life in general. But of  course, other 
complementary factors are also needed.
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Résumé

Vybrané aspekty kvality života rómskeho 
etnika v niektorých polygónoch 
na východnom Slovensku

Hodnotenie kvality života rómskej komunity na 
základe terénneho výskumu vo vybraných poly-
gónoch Prešovského kraja vykazuje určitý súlad 
v mnohých aspektoch. Tento súlad je všeobecne 
platný pre rómske komunity na celom Slovensku, 
ale v niektorých aspektoch sme pozorovali určité 
rozdiely medzi skúmanými polygónmi. V oblasti 
demografi ckých charakteristík a demografi ckého 
správania sa rómskeho etnika, sú rozdiely medzi jed-
notlivými polygónmi minimálne. Charakteristická je 
vysoká pôrodnosť sprevádzaná vzorom veľkých 
rodín. Vysoké je zastúpenie skupín obyvateľstva 
v predproduktívnom a produktívnom veku, naopak 
nízke v poproduktívnom veku.

Všeobecne platí, že v rámci rómskeho etnika, domi-
nuje nechuť hlásiť k svojej etnickej skupine, čo je aj 
celoštátny problém (Uherek a Novák 2002). Alar-
mujúca je situácia v oblasti zamestnanosti rómskej 
komunity. Hlavným zdrojom príjmov pre väčšinu 
Rómov sú sociálne dávky. Rómovia si nehľadajú 
prácu. Toto konanie väčšina z nich ospravedlňuje 
diskrimináciou na trhu práce. Vzdelanostná štruktúra 
v skúmaných polygónoch ako aj v celoslovenskom 
meradle je na veľmi nízkej úrovni. Väčšina Rómov 
má iba základné vzdelanie a často aj nedokončené 
základné vzdelanie. Najmä mladšia generácia nemá 
záujem o vzdelanie, lebo ho nepovažuje za dôležitý 
predpoklad pre lepšie uplatnenie na trhu práce. Tento 
jav má svoje korene v rodinnom prostredí. Z hľa-
diska konfesionálnej štruktúry všetky analyzované 
polygóny majú rovnaký charakter. Všeobecne platí, 
že Rómovia sa hlásia k vierovyznaniu majoritnej 

populácie v danom polygóne. Výnimkou sú len 
malé skupiny Rómov, ktoré vybrali iné vierovyzna-
nie. Veľa rómskych členov náboženskej spoločnosti 
Svedkov Jehovových nájdeme na východnom Slo-
vensku v okolí Michaloviec v Kráľovskom Chlmci, 
v okolí Sniny v Sabinove, v okolí Vranova nad Top-
ľou, a v Spišskej Belej. Na strednom Slovensku sú 
početne zastúpení Rómovia u svedkov Jehovových 
v Liptovskom Mikuláši, Liptovskom Hrádku, v Jel-
šave, v Revúcej, v Hnúšti  a Tornali. Na západnom 
Slovensku majú Rómovia zastúpenie v zboroch 
svedkov Jehovových iba v Piešťanoch a v Senici. 
V súčasnosti sú mnohé tieto spoločenstvá stabilné 
a vo viacerých lokalitách nájdeme aj druhú či tretiu 
generáciu Rómov, ktorí už boli k svedkom Jehovo-
vým socializovaní v rodinnom prostredí (Podolin-
ská a Hrustič 2010). Podľa cenzu z roku 2001 sa 
na Slovensku  k náboženskej spoločnosti Svedkov 
Jehovových hlási 1,69% Rómov (Rác 2014).

Kvalita života je multidimenzionálny pojem. 
Výskum kvality života Rómov vo vybraných polygó-
noch na východnom Slovensku sme uskutočnili na 
báze  objektívneho aspektu (Vaďurová, Mühlpachr 
2005).  Zamerali sme sa najmä na kvalitu bývania, 
ktoré považujeme za zásadný prvok udržateľnej 
kvality života, lebo bývanie je jej základnou mate-
riálnou bázou. Ovplyvňuje sociálny status a fyzické 
zdravie obyvateľstva. V ostatných dvoch decéniách 
sa Rómovia začali presídľovať z integrovaných 
mestských štvrtí do mestských get a vidieckych 
osád. Oblasť bývania je nesporne jedným z prob-
lémov,  ktorý indikuje na prehlbujúce sa rozdiely 
medzi rómskou a väčšinovou populáciou. Rómske 
obydlia sú prevažne neštandardné a nespĺňajú tech-
nické a hygienické normy (odhadom je ich okolo 
150 000), sú prevažne bez základnej infraštruktúry 
(Úrad Vlády Slovenskej republiky 2011). Osobitným 
problémom v tomto smere je odvoz a nakladanie 
s komunálnym odpadom.

Medzi skúmanými polygónmi sú významnejšie 
rozdiely v oblasti kvality bývania, ktorá je vyššia 
v Levoči a je dôsledkom snáh mestskej samosprávy. 
Prejavuje sa najmä v historickom jadre mesta. Kva-
lita bývania je najhoršia v samostatnej rómskej osade 
v Hlinnom. Väčšina Rómov tu žije v nevyhovujú-
cich obydliach. Rómske rodiny v polygóne Bystré, 
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ktoré žijú v intraviláne obce  roztrúsene medzi  väč-
šinovým obyvateľstvom majú najvyššiu kvalitu býva-
nia a ich správanie je tiež uspokojivé. Vhodný je aj 
ich postoj k výrobnej poľnohospodárskej činnosti, 
netradičnej pre Rómov. Na prenajatých pozemkoch 
pestujú plodiny  na samozásobenie. Rozptyl Rómov 
medzi obyvateľmi sídla Bystré sa osvedčil. Pomáha 
zmierniť marginalizáciu rómskeho etnika a zlepšuje 
kvalitu života, ale samozrejme je potrebné v tomto 
procese využiť aj ďalšie doplnkové faktory.

Article received May 26, 2014
Accepted for publication June 23, 2014

Please cite this article as
Michaeli, E., Ivanová, M., Solár, V. 2014: Specifi c 
aspects of  the quality of  life of  the Roma ethnic 
group in selected areas under study in the east of  
the Slovak Republic. Acta Universitatis Palackianae 
Olomucensis, Facultas Rerum Naturalium, Geographica 45 
(1), 37–47.

Article available on-line at
http://geography.upol.cz/geographica-45-1c



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




