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This lecture explains and argues that the fact that these international environmental 

principles are set out in texts of varying status, e.g. policy or soft law documents, does 

not deprive them of normative eff ect. Indeed, by being recognized in several provisi-

ons with normative eff ect, the prevention, polluter pays, and precautionary principles 

have specifi c normative eff ect rather than being mere regulatory ideals. Furthermore, 

the fact that international environmental principles are increasingly interpreted in li-

ght of specifi c human rights provisions typifi es the post-modern international law in 

that they are akin to norms whose content is somewhat vague and may lend themsel-

ves to a wide range of legal applications.
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